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WASHINGTON — Those j 
friendly overtures that Pre-si- 
dent Johnson sent to Communist j- 
China were designed to lessen j. 
;he tensions building up over j 
Vietnam between the two gov- ■ 

■ rrnments. 

The President’s message,'- 
stating a desire to improve 
' relations, was delivered through /, 

! Romania’s Premier 'Toil 
Gheorghe Maurer after : Wash- , 

; inglon and Peking bad ex- : 
'■changed stem warnings on ex- 
panding the Vietnam war. . 

; In their most recent periodto 

conference in Warsaw, Pclring’s 

.‘diplomats cautioned those from ■ 
i the U.S. that an invasion of.. 
North Vietnam by U.S. .forces 
operating near the Demilitarized ; 
■’Zone would bring Chinese troops ■ 
into the battle. 

. U.S. diplomats countered with 
a warning that the continued ; 
use of Chinese Communist bases 1 
by North ■ Vietnamese ■ fliers ‘ 
could lay those fields open to 1 

future U.S. air attacks. 

The latter warning resulted, 
from U.S. intelligence estimates' 
that nearly all of North Viet-' 
li a mere aircraft were now op- 1 

orating from bases inside 
Communist Cliina. 

Since the U.S. began bombing ‘ 
the North Vietnamese Mig air- j 
- bases at Kep, Hbala, and j 
Kicnaii, Navy’ and Air Force' 
reconnaissance pilots-' reported j 
the Red jets on these fields 

■ were moved across the border 

into southern China. j 

Fr this safe haven, the J 
. Non! 'ietnamese aircraft have . 
conti.. , a “hit and run" attacks 

■ again. U.S. bombers. Those \ 

' Rod '.lacks have become more'. 

■sut>cc.v ■ in recent weeks with ' 
the downing of several U.S. 
planes. 

President Johnson so far has . 
refused to permit U.S. fliers 
to pursue their attackers across j 
the Chinese border. Under White 
House imposed restrictions, the 
. U.S. pilots must nbt fly closer 
. . than 10 miles of die border. 


The question of “hot pursuit”" 

, the permitting of American Israel’s attack on the Libeify, 1 
fliers to chase attackers to their : Defense Department’s 

home base — was- raised by communication ship knocked out i 
r '“' ’ Westmoreland of action during the Middle East 


General William 


during Defense Secretary Me- i fighting.' may have been sparked 
Namara’s Vietnam visit. .No by a. - Central Intell igence Agencv , 
decision came out of these talks, wanting to "King Hussein • of 
according to Pentagon insiders. .-Jordan. 

since only President Johnson On June 4 the day before ’ 

.can authorize a change in policy. j the fighting broke out in the • 
Communist China’s warning . Middle East, the CIA warned 

against a U.S. invasion of; the young Jordanian king that ’ 

■ southern North Vietnam re-' Israel ivou’d launch an attack' 
portedly stems from the con-' within ■ 4S hours and the first' 

• tinned U.S. deployment of a: strike would be against Arab 
Marine amiphib’an force off the! airfields. 

coast near the Demilitarized; Israel intercepted this report 
Zo " e : , . . . ! when King Hussein relayed it 

This assault force, consisting' t 0 other Arab leadens, including 
of several thousand Marines.: Egypt’s President Nasser, who 
was used earlier this year for, for. reasons of his own discount- 
a successful landing behind- t h e warning. 

, enemy foio.es operating in the Instead of passing the infor- 
l southern section of the Dentili-; mation along to his military 
tarized Zone. : commanders, Nasser’s only 

U.S. military authorities j’e- known action was to caution 
! gard Peking’s warning as an ! Hwssoin . rot to undertake any 
effort by Hanoi to obtain new '."^.Utary move which might 
White House assurances that Precipitate an Israel attack at 

that time. 


there .will be no landing such 
as MaoArthur executed in Korea 
behind their 30,000 troops op- 
erating in North Vietnam’s 
: southern panhandle. 

A landing on the coast above 
:. Vinh — which is only 25 miles 
.front , the western border 'of 


After monitoring the Hussein- 
Nasser radio-telephone ex- 
changes Israeli military author-., 
ifles responded by moving up 
the hour of their attack against 
■ Arab air bases. 

Also, an immediate search 


North Vietnam in the Annam | was ordered by Israeli intelli- 

mountain range - and a quick ; SCTlce t0 locf * te a communication 
- dash to the mountains would ; ship whlch was sending coded 

!; , cut off this. enemy force now j passages to the U.S. embassy 

! being used to attack across the j m Amman, Jordan, 
i Demilitarized Zone. j The Liberty, which was rnov- 

A successful U.S. invasion also i '"S ****& the Israeli coast,- 
would ..close the Keo Neua and ! was Seated on June 6 by an 
: Mugia passes leading to tire Ho 1 reconnaissance plane. • 
Chi Minh trail in Laos, over ^ t6r „ meelm J s - «* 

which most of North Vietnam’s ,*’*?“ ml ] ltary _ c ? n ’ lrnand 
' supplies go to South Vietnam. 1 f lded Jun <; 7 *at the ship 
Known as the “cork in the . t0 “ P ut of operation 

. bottle" plan, this military ore- » ,^ as apparently moni- 

ration was proposed by the Joint communications. 

■ Chiefs - of Staff to President ^‘'ekraeh attack was launched. 
Johnson several months ago. j on J,une 
Tire President is still studying • " 
it along with the latest; Peking 
warning. . . . ... 
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